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2015 is the year in which we officially extended our 
“corridor” beyond Turkey and into the Middle Eastern 
region of Iran and Iraq. The decision to make this region 
a regular destination was not an easy one; the troubles 
within the region are well know, but a combination of 
circumstances has made it easier. In the first place, the 
opening of regular trade to Iran, scheduled to begin 
in 2016 was a big factor. More significantly though is 
the fact that we have already completed many trouble 
free deliveries to the region. In fact, from very small, I 
might even say experimental trips, I can report that we 
recently passed the 1,000 mark of trouble free delive-
ries. The experience gained will, I am sure, enable us 
to grow our business there well into the future. And to 
further reinforce our position, we have added Farsi to 
our language pool.

This year also brought us our first big prize nominati-
on, that of the Austrian Export Prize, awarded by the 
Austrian Economic Chamber to national companies 
in recognition of their success in foreign markets and 
through their success, in driving the economic upswing 
in Austria. Competition was stiff, with major companies 
in contention. I am very happy to report that we came 
second to Austrian Airlines, with Rail Cargo Austria 
taking third place. This was a real achievement and one 
of which we can all be proud.

Another significant award for which we were nomina-
ted was the Hermes Award for Logistics, given by the 
Austrian WKO in cooperation with the Logistik Kurier. 
The award is made to those companies which not only 
have achieved an improvement in operating profit on 
the previous year but which have shown advances 
in areas such safety at work and employee training as 
well as in environmentally friendly and energy-saving 
measures and processes. We were nominated in the 

category Small and Medium Enterprises and though not 
winning, it has spurred us on to further efforts in the 
coming years. We have now set a target to achieve!

On a personal level this year I became the WKO repre-
sentative on the Vienna State transport board represen-
ting the interests of all those concerned with the trans-
port of both goods and people within the area. I hope I 
will be able to represent to the controlling parties some 
of the difficulties faced by the commercial partners in 
our busy and growing city and add something to its 
future development.

Within the company we made a small yet significant 
innovation by issuing weekly meeting reports to all our 
team members so that all could share both the difficul-
ties and successes of co-workers. That reporting is now 
made in English so that the maximum number, in all our 
offices, can share. Our aim here is to “internationalise” 
our business to the maximum so that we can communi-
cate effectively with customers and suppliers wherever 
they may be. 

Finally, and again on a personal level I should men-
tion that as the year closes I was nominated by the 
international weekly magazine VERKEHR for the title of 
Logistics Manager of year. The nominees are managers 
who bring innovation and flexibility to transport and 
logistical issues with a particular emphasis on ecolo-
gical and efficient solutions. Of course these are the 
very qualities which we strive to employ at UnitCargo. 
Though not successful on this occasion, once again it 
sets a target to which to aim. 

LOOkiNg BAck
The YeAR 2015
The logistics industry is always busy, always looking forward to 
the next deadline, the next innovation, even the next regulation  
with which we have to cope. Yet successful planning for the 
 future draws on past experiences, past successes, even past 
failures, after all, we can all learn from mistakes, it makes us 
stronger. Fortunately, this past year, though not trouble free, has 
brought us significant achievements for which we can be proud.
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IRAN

Despite all the difficulties which the Middle East is cur-
rently facing, the news that the sanctions against Iran, 
which have been in force throughout the past 10 years, 
are finally coming to an end, is very welcome. Though 
we at UnitCago have managed to grow our business 
there, with the 1,000th load mark being recently passed, 
we are sure that there is a lot of room for growth since 
Iran is not only a destination itself but an important 
regional hub.

To quote the Austrian trade representative in Tehran  
Dr. Georg Weingartner: 

“The potential of the market is in any case enormous: 
A population of 77 million, a strong industrial base 
with European standards and awareness of European 
quality make Iran a potential ‘Brazil of the Middle East’, 
putting most of its neighboring countries within the 
region in the shade. Through its regional influence 
and its central location, Iran is also suitable as a 
springboard and hub for activities in the Gulf area, in 
parts of Iraq and Afghanistan.”

As the first steps are taken in winding down 
the international sanctions against Iran, 
 UnitCargo extends its corridor to include 
this important regional hub.

iRAN: OUR cORRidOR  
ReAches OUT

Clearly there are profound differences between the 
perception and reality of Iran. Often it is portrayed to 
us as poor and with a repressive attitude to women, the 
reality, it seems, is quite different.
 
Where ever the load may come from, the work we 
have done in strengthening our transport corridor 
ensures that we will remain in the forefront of truck 
transport to the region. Of course the key investment is 
in people and here we have further strengthened out 
team with the addition of Farsi to our pool of 17 langu-
ages. On the whole then, the future seems much better 
than newspaper headlines might indicate.

Tehran

TeAm middLe eAsT 
Maryam Saadati

Maryam Saadati, an Iranian national, joined  
UnitCargo having completed her MSc stu-
dies in Intelligent Transport Systems at FH 
Technikum Wien. She has extensive work 
experience, including 5 years in Tehran with 
Legrand of France, which she joined following 
the completion of her first degree course in 
Electronic Engineering. Following this she 
gained an internship with Bosch in Stuttgart in 
the department of procurement logistics and 
it was this work which put her on the path of 

logistics management and her position in UnitCargo where she is focused 
on further extending the corridor from Europe to Iran and beyond.

Please contact Maryam Saadati:
Email: maryam.saadati@unitcargo.at
Tel.: +43 1 577 25 03 15 | Fax +43 1 577 25 03 20
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One such problem occurred last winter with a coll-
ection in Finland. Finland covers quite a large area 
and this problem occurred far to the North, in an area 
which, to be honest, we don’t often visit. This particu-
lar cargo needed 3 box trailers. It was not very heavy 
but very very urgent, we were told. Getting our trucks 
there so close to a holiday was not easy but finally we 
managed  the pickup on time and loaded quickly. That 
was when the problems began. So far to the North, we 
could anticipate snow. What we couldn’t anticipate 
was heavy fog, which quickly covered the whole area. 
The forecast was for the fog to remain and if it did we 
could foresee that there was a real chance to miss the 
delivery deadline, something which we didn’t want to 
do of course. 

The UNiTcARgO
chRisTmAs sTORY
Delivering cargo across Europe is not easy and sometimes 
there are special problems to be overcome. This is particularly 
true in the winter when a change in the weather can lead to 
serious supply chain difficulties. 

The UnitCargo team wishes you

Merry  Christmas  
 and a Happy  
 New Year!

As the journey was such a long one and so urgent, each 
truck had a two man crew in order to comply with the 
permitted working hours regulations and they knew 
each other well except one, a young man on his first 
trip. So when he stepped forward and said he should 
lead, his offer was treated as a joke. Yet with no other 
ideas and nightfall coming fast they decided to give 
him a try.After all, young eyes might be better in the 
worsening visibility. Slowly the trucks moved forward, 
gradually increasing speed a comfortable yet safe pace. 
It didn’t take long before they all realised that at this 
speed, the delivery deadline would be met. Disaster 
had been averted. 
 
Now, when ever we are faced with heavy fog, we 
always try to have this particular driver in the lead, 
though it’s not easy to get him, Rudolf is in great 
 demand.
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